
VOL. LXXXII 



NOVEMBER 1W7 







AWAKENED INDIA 




ADVAITA ASH RAMA, MAY AV ATI 

HIMALAYAS 





Editorial Office 
P.O. Mayavati, Via Lohaghat 
Dt Pithoragarh 262 524, U.P. 

Publication Office 
5 Dehi Entally Road 
Calcutta 700 014 
Phone : 44-2898 




[ Rates inclusive of postage ] 

Annual Subscription 
India, Nepal & 

Bangladesh Rs. 10.00 

Sri Lanka Rs. 12.00 

U.S.A. & Canada $ 6.00 

Other Countries £ 2.00 



Life Subscription (30 years) 
Rs. 180 $ 140 £ 40 

Single Copy 

Re. 1 / - 60 cents 25 P. 



* 

Information for contributors, 
publishers , subscribers, and 
advertisers overleaf 



Prabuddha 

Bharata 

Started by Swami Vivekananda in 1896 

A MONTHLY JOURNAL OF THE 
RAMAKRISHNA ORDER 

NOVEMBER 1977 



CONTENTS 

Sri Ramakrishna Reminisces 

Sister Christine : The Dedicated— III 
— Editorial 

Early Days At Shanti Ashrama — IV 
— Gargi ... 

Divine Grace And Spiritual Practice 
— S. Sreenivasa Rao ... 

Selections From The Adhydtma 
Ramdyana — III 
— Swami Yogeshananda 

Swami Vivekananda : The Cross-Bearer 



— Brahmachari Ashok 


... 462 


The Math Belonging to the Guru of 
Srimat Totapuri 


— Swami Alokananda 


... 467 


Unpublished Letters of Swami 


Vivekananda— IV 


... 469 


Notes and Comments 


... 476 

* 


Reviews and Notices 


.... 477 


News and Reports 


... 479 



... 441 

... 442 

... 448 

... 453 

... 456 



* ~ 

Cover : On the way to Sri Amarnath. 





VOL. LXXXII 



NOVEMBER 1977 



No. 11 



Arise 1 Awake i And stop not till the Goal is reached. 

SRI RAMAKRISHNA REMINISCES 

‘When I went with Mathur to the north-western parts of India, I found 
that what was here was there also. The same mango trees, tamarind trees, 
clusters of bamboos, were there as here. I saw all that and said to Hridu : 
“What, O Hridu, have I then come to see here? Whatever is there, is here. 
The only difference is that the power of digestion of the people of these parts 
seems to be greater than that of the people there, when one sees the ordure in 
the fields here.”’ 1 



‘But one undoubtedly finds inspiration in a holy place. I accompanied 
Mathur Babu to Vrindavan. Hriday and the ladies of Mathur’s family were in 
our party. No sooner did I see the Kaliyadaman Ghat than a divine emotion 
surged up within me. I was completely overwhelmed. Hriday used to bathe 
me there as if I were a small child. 

‘In the dusk I would walk on the bank of the Jamunas when the cattle 
returned along the sandy banks from their pastures. At the very sight of those 
cows the thought of Krishna would flash in my mind. I would run along like 
a madman, crying : “Oh, where is Krishna? Where is my Krishna?” 

‘I went to Shyamakunda and Radhakunda 2 in a palanquin and got out to 
visit the holy Mount Govardhan. At the very sight of the mount I was over- 
powered with divine emotion and ran to the top. I lost all consciousness of 
the world around me. The residents of the place helped me to come down. 
On my way to the sacred pools of Shyamakunda and Radhakunda, when I 
saw the meadows, the trees, the shrubs, the birds, and the deer, I was over- 
come with ecstasy. My clothes became wet with tears. I said : “O Krishna ! 
Everything here is as it was in the olden days. You alone are absent” Seated 
inside the palanquin I lost all power of speech. Hriday followed the palanquin. 
He had warned the bearers to be careful about me.’ 3 

Comp . — Swami Sarveshananda 



1. Swami Saradananda: Sri Ramakrishna the Great Master. Madras: Sri Ramakrishna 
Math. 1970, p. 560. 

2. places near Mathura, associated with the life of Sri Krishna. 

3. ‘M’, The Gospel of Sri Ramakrishna , trans, Swami Nikhilananda, Madras : Sri 
Ramakrishna Math, 1969, pp. 57-58. 



SISTER CHRISTINE : THE DEDICATED— III 



(EDITORIAL) 



A Short Period of Vexation : 

i 

In the last Editorial on this subject, we 
have covered the life-story of this beloved 
child of Swami Vivekananda up to the end 
of the nineteenth century. The new cen- 
tury was perhaps to start with a feeling of 
vexation both for the guru and the dis- 
ciple. Swami ji had not written any letter 
to Christina since long in reply to hers. 
In this connection the Swami had written 
to Mrs. Bull on March 20, 1901 from 
Dacca, T have no news from Detroit. I 
received one letter from Christina some 
months ago, but I did not reply. Perhaps 
that must have vexed her.’ 3 * Maybe, he 
was testing his disciple, as Sri Rama- 
krishna had tested him by not speaking a 
word to him for a month. But love never 



Whatever it may be, hereafter the flow of 
correspondence lasted without any inter- 
ruption till the end of Swamiji’s life— rather 
it increased in frequency and momen- 
tum. After returning to the Math from 
Dacca, the Swami got another short note 
from Christina, in reply to which he wrote 
on May 13, T arrived in the Math yester- 
day. This morning came your short note. 
You must have got my letters by this 1 time, 
and hope this will give you a taste of how 
sometimes silence is gold. . . . Either I am 
to go to Europe this summer, and thence 
to the U.S., or you come over to India. 
Things are getting ready at that fend. 
Mother knows Her ways.’ 53 

In a Lighter Vein : 



dies. The long silence of Swamiji must have 

melted the heart of the disciple, and at 

last the Swami received her letter at Dacca 

in the first week of April, redirected from 

the Math. He did not lose time now to 

reply to it. On April 4 he wrote to her 

from Dacca, T have been anxiously awaiting 

a letter from you, and it seems it would 

never come. I am sure to be happy — can’t 

help thinking so — after much struggle the 

result must come. Things take their own 

course. It is I who am to brighten up, I 

find. And I am trying my best. And you 

can help me by writing nice letters now 
and then. Will you?’ 3 * 

Which particular letter of Swamiji’s had 
vexed Christina is not known. We have 
studied all the available ones, but there is 
nothing therein to cause vexation. Per- 
haps Christina had destroyed that fetter. 

51 ’ ‘Unpublished Letters of Swami Vivekananda' 

from Mrs. Boshi Sen’s Collection (hereafter 
U.L.), dt. 20 March 1901. 

52 * U.L., dt 4 April 1901. 



In order to relax himself, the Swami 
used to write Christina at times in a lighter 
vein, and also made inquiries about her 
health, which, of course,, was necessary, if 
he wanted to bring her to India for the 
‘Mother’s work’. On July 6, he had written 
to her from the Math, ‘Then your letters: 
These are no information about yourself. 
What are you doing? How are you— get- 
ting fat or thin? What are you doing during 
the present vacation, etc. etc.? Only a few 
lines of worry about my health— faugh ! ,54 

The Swami had not seen his disciple for 
a little more than a year, and he always 
felt worried about her health. He wanted 
to see for himself, whether she had grown 
fat or thin. So he wrote to her on August 27, 
I am sure the Mother will . . . keep you in 
good health at least. . . . As soon as' you 
get this [letter] send me your latest photo- 
graph.’ 05 And the photograph came at last 

U.L., dt. 13 May 1901. 

U.L., dt 6 July 1901. 

S 5 * U L., dt. 27 August 1901. 
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on November 12 commenting on which the 
Swami wrote to Christina on the same day, 
‘The morning mail brought me a photo- 
graph from Detroit. I thank the sender 
very much for promptness. Well, I liked it 
much. But the old one is [the] profile 
view, this front. Then again, the phenom- 
enal fat seems to be only imaginery on 
somebody’s part. In a way, I am more 
used to the old one, and as such I cannot 
slight an old friend. So let me say both are 
good. The one is an evolution of the other 
— for the better/ 5 ® 

Once, after writing a long chatty letter 

to Christina, the Swami had written in a 

% 

lighter vein, ‘Eh ! I must stop. Fm going 
to look after my geese and ducks ; just for 
five minutes, breaking the doctor’s com- 
mand to lie down all the time. One of the 
geese is a silly fearful bird ; always despon- 
dent and anxious. She likes to be all alone 
by herself, and is miserable ; very much 
like another goose I know in another place 
[meaning Christina]. 

‘Here my story ends, 

4 

[ and ] spinach top bends. 

Why js spinach withering? 

Because the goat is browsing. 

Why is goat browsing? 

Because no grass is growing. 

Why no grass is growing? 

The gardener is not watering. 

Why there is no watering? 

The Master is not commanding. 

Why is he not commanding? 

An ant has bitten the Master ! 

‘This is a nursery hymn told after a 
story ; and it is true of us all- It is only an 
ant-bite after all — the trouble here. Isn’t 
it?’ 57 We find many such passages written 
to Christina just for his own and Christina’s 
recreation ; because she was his beloved 
child. 



In addition, Swamiji wrote in details 
about his own health to relieve her from 
anxiety. On November 25 he had written, 
‘By the by my right eye is failing me badly. 
I see very little with that one. It will be 
hard for me for sometime either to read or 
write, and as it is getting worse every day, 
my people are urging me to go to Calcutta 
and consult a doctor. I will go soon, as 
soon as I recover from a bad cold I have 
on/ 5 ® The Swami also wrote to her the 
reason for the failing eye three weeks later 
as follows : ‘You know last three years I 
am getting albumen-uria now and then. It 
is not constant ; neither is it yet of any 
organic character. The kidneys are struc- 
turally all right. Only they throw out 
albumen now and then. This is worse than 
throwing out sugar in diabetes. Albumen 
poisons the blood, attacks the heart, and 
does all sorts of mischief. Catching cold 
always increases it. This time it has caused 
a small blood vessel in the right eye to 
burst, so that I scarcely see with that 
eye/ 59 We do not get anywhere else so 
detailed an information about Swami ji’s 
health as we get it in his letters written to 
Christina. 

Invitation to India : 

We have seen earlier that Swamiji had 
Christina in his mind for his work of 
educating the Indian women. He had 
already expressed his desire to Mrs. Funke 
long back saying — ‘I must have her for my 
work in Calcutta/ And now there was an 

4 

opportunity. After staying for about two 
years and a half in the West, Sister Nive- 
dita had decided to come to India with 
Mrs. Bull, in order to start her work 
again for the Indian women ; and the Swamj 
had requested Mrs. Bull to bring Chris- 
tina with her to India. Accordingly Mrs. 
Bull had tried hard to urse her to come. 



56- U.L., dt. 12 November- 1901. 

57 - U.L., dt. 12 December 1901. 



58 • U.L., dt. 25 December 1901. 
59 - U.L., dt. 1,2 December 1901. 
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but due to some difficulties Christina could 
not make up her mind. On September 2, 
the Swami had written to Christina, ‘Mrs. 
Bull and Nivedita are in Norway. I don’t 
know when they come over to India. ... I 
pray, you could come, and the Mother will 
open the door for it.* 60 About six weeks 
later, after knowing the reason of Christina’s 
not accompanying Mrs. Bull, the Swami 
wrote to her, ‘Mrs. Bull writes: “I wrote 
Christina recently to ask her, if she were 
to be free in case the opportunity opened 
for her to go to the East. I send you her 
reply.” I went through several times your 
letter to Mrs. Bull. It surely was horrible, 
and you have been all this time hiding the 

real state of affairs from me, and posing 
great cheerfulness ! ! You will be a pre- 
cious fool to lose the opportunity, if such 
comes, as is offered by Mrs. Bull. You only 
have to take a year’s leave. The rest will 
be arranged by Mrs. Bull, including, I am 
sure, all your anxiety for those, you will 
have to leave behind in Detroit.’ 61 

In spite of Swamiji’s letter, Christina 
could not make up her mind sooner, and 
by that time Mrs. Bull and Nivedita had 
started for India via Marseilles. Swamiji’s 
letter seems to have had some effect in 
changing her mind, and Christina decided 
to come to India at last, all alone. The 
Swami got some money for her passage 
from Mrs. Sevier, and sent it to Christina 
on December 18. On the same day he 
wrote to her giving some directions for her 
journey to India as follows : ‘Herewith I 
send you four hundred eighty dollars by 
cheque drawn on Thomas Cook & Son, 
Broadway, New York. They have no branch 
office in Detroit. On receipt of this, you 
write to Thomas Cook & Son, Broadway, 
New York, that you have got a cheque 
from India mentioning the amount and 
number. . . . This is to pay your “passage 

60* U.L., dt. 2 September 1901. 

61 - U.L., dt. 14 October 1901. 



to India” if you think fit to accept Mrs. 
Sevier’s invitation. If you get leave and 
come, I am sure, you will find somebody 
who is coming to England at least; thus 
from there again somebody who is coming 
to Egypt. You come with them as far as 
Italy ; thence direct on a boat to India. 
Second class passage across the Atlantic is 
all right ; but second class from Italy to 
Bombay is rather bad. There are always 
a few rough men and fast women. There 
is money enough for travelling first class 
all through, if you like. The Mother will 
see to it even as this money came. Drop 
me a line as soon as you engage your 
passage. ... In case, however, things take 
another turn and you cannot come, no 
matter. Do with the money just as it plea- 
ses you . ’62 But, perhaps, before she received 
Swamiji’s letter of December 18, the Swami 
received her letter conveying the news of 
the passing away of her mother in reply to 
which he wrote her again a week later, 

‘Alas! The stars brought you a tremendous 
blow. Blessed be the name of the Lord. 
After all, it is only “Thy will be done” 
our only refuge. ... Well, the Mother 
phenomenal has merged in the Mother 
absolute, eternal. Thy will be done ! ,68 
The Swami did not know definitely about 
Christina’s decision to come to India. So 
he wrote her on January 23, 1902 from the 
Math, ‘By this time, you must have settled 
your plans. Don’t worry, however, on my 
account. I only want to see you rested, 
and well rested, wherever you be. ... To 
Mother have I given you over. She protects 
her own, ever and ever. I have no fear.’ 64 

By the beginning of March, the Swami 
came to know that Christina had started 
for India. He was then taking rest at 
Benares, and was not sure about his life. 
He might have been worried about 

62* U.L., dt. 18 December 1901. 

63. U.L., dt. 25 December 1901. 

U.L., dt. 23 January 1902. 
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Christina, who was then coming to India, 
lest she does not find him alive ! So he 
wrote to Nivedita on March 4, ‘My con- 
dition is not at all serious, but it may 
become any time, and I do not know what 
is meant by a low fever, that almost never 
leaves me, and the difficulty of breathing. 
Well, I sent Christina £ 100 from Mrs. 
Sevier for a travel to India, as she lost her 
mother at that time. Her last letter informs 
me that she sails on February 15th. In 
that case her reaching India is very near. 
I expect, of course, some information as to 

the port and steamer next week. In case 

* 

I pass away, which I would like very much 
to do in this city of Shiva, do you open 
her letters directed to me, receive the girl 
and send her home back. If she has no 
money to go back, give her a passage, even 
if you have to beg. ... In case I rally, I 
will inform you of the time of her arrival, 
and in that case you will have to see that 
she comes in safe to some station in 
Bareilly where I meet her, and she is to 
be the guest of Mrs. Sevier. I am also 
going to take another chance in Almora.* 65 
But nothing undesirable happened to the 
Swami till his disciple arrived in India. 
After getting the information from her, he 
had written from the Belur Math to 
Christina, c/o the S.S.O. Baldwin Italian 
Royal Mail Office, Bombay, a few weeks 
later. ‘You know how welcome you are. I 
need not express it. This is a land where 
expressions are studiously subdued. Margot 
[ Nivedita ] and Joe [ Miss MacLeod ] have 
already written and made arrangements at 
Bombay. I expect and await you here in 
Calcutta. . . . Come over straight ; only take 
great care of the heat by protecting the back 
of the head. The trains here are not so 
safe as in your country, so have a little care 
of your things during night travel. If you 
feel tired, take rest in Bombay. Mrs. Bull, 
Joe and Margot [who were in India by 



this time] are anxiously waiting for you, 
and so is Vivekananda.’ 66 

At the Feet of the Master Again : 

From Swami Brahmananda’s diary it is 
known that Christina came to Calcutta from 
Bombay on April 7, 1902, and took her 
lodging with Nivedita and Mrs. Bull, at the 
American Consulate, Calcutta. The wife of 
the then American Consul in India was a 
friend of Miss Josephine MacLeod, and she 
had left the whole house at their disposal 
as it was lying vacant at that time due to 
their absence. Mr. Okakura and Prof. Oda 
also stayed here later, along with these ladies. 
Christina and Mts. Bull went to the Belur 
Math the next day to see the Swami in the 
morning, and stayed there for the whole 
day. The Swami was feeling better in 
health. 6 ? From Swami Brahmananda’s 
diary it is known that Christina went to 
the Math and stayed for the whole day on 
April 18, 23, 25, 26; May 1 and May 4. 
On the last day Swamiji paid Christina 
from his personal money Rs. 150/- for 
her travelling expenses to Mayavati. 
Swami Sadananda, Nivedita and Suren were 
to accompany her to Mayavati by night 
train on the next day. Christina had 
hardly known then that she would not see 
her Master any more. 

From Sister Nivedita’s letters of this 
time, we know something more about 
Christina while she was staying with her at 
the American Consulate. On April 19 
Nivedita wrote to Miss MacLeod who was 
then expected to be at Mayavati, ‘On Thurs- 
day [ April 17 ] evening S. Sara [ Mrs. Bull ] 
went. Tonight our guests [Mr. Okakura 
and Rev. Oda ] are going [ to Buddha Gaya 
for a week], Christine and I are staying 
here till May first, but Swami is not coming 
to us, as I had thought he would. Christine 

<*• U.L., dt. 30 March 1902. 

‘Swami Brahmananda’s Diary’ (unpub- 
lished), dt. 7 April 1902. 



65. U.L., dt. 4 March 1902. 
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and I hope to go together on Monday 
[ April 21 ] to the Math. We cannot go 
tomorrow, as I have a meeting to preside 
over. Christine is beyond words— soothing, 
gracious, lovely. I think, we may come to 
Mayavati together on May first, second or 
third. And I feel that it is very possibly 
her destiny to remain in the Himalayas a 
year or so — meditating. I should think 
that will prove to be her power. Her 
character is radiantly beautiful. Of course, 
I wish, I could have her to live with me.’ 68 
Two days later, Nivedita wrote again to 
Miss MacLeod, ‘Christine is wonderful. 
She sits so quietly, and is so true to him 
[Swamiji]. And yet she is always a link, 
and never a discord, and oh ! so sooth- 
ing !’®° 

At Mayavati : 

From Nivedita’s letters it appears that 
Christina, Miss Bett, Nivedita, Sadananda, 
Suren (a nephew of Swamiji’s), and Mr. 
Okakura left for Mayavati on Monday the 
5th of May by the evening train. 70 But they 
seem to have diverted their path later; 
because the party reached Mayavati separ- 
ately on May 10, and 13. According to 
the Mayavati diary, Saturday, 10 May 
1902: ‘Miss [Christina] Greenstidel, Swami 
Sadananda, Swami Subodhananda, Suren 
(Swamiji’s nephew) and Gangi [ Sah ] 
reached here at about 5.30 p.m.’ 71 And on 
13 May 1902 it is mentioned : ‘Sister 

Nivedita, Mr. Okakura, Miss Bett and Mr. 
Okakura’s servant reached here at noon 

9 

(about 2 p.m.).’ 72 From this, it appears that 
Nivedita and Mr. Okakura came via 

68* Letters of Sister Nivedita (in Press), Comp. 
Sankari Prasad Basu (hereafter Nivedita’s Letter s), 

pp. 458-59. 

69* Ibid., p. 463. 

70. Ibid., p. 464-65. 

71. ‘Mayavati Diary’ (unpublished), dt. 10 May 
1902. 

72. Ibid., dt. 13 May 1902. 



Almora, while the first batch came directly 
to Mayavati. 

On June 6, Nivedita, Christina, Mr. 
A. M. Bose (the President of Brahmo 
Samaj) and Amritarianda went to Champa- 
vat on a visit. 73 Sister Christine was the 
guest of Mrs. Sevier, and the host was very 
much pleased with her. Swamiji must have 
learnt this from Mrs. Sevier. Swamiji had 
written to Christina on May 27, ‘If you feel 
you are becoming least burdensome to Mrs. 
Sevier, write me immediately. It would be 
a sin to put further pressure on her. She 
does so much for me. However, she likes 
you very much, and writes that you look 
be-au-ti-ful in sarees.’ 74 Christina had liked 
Mayavati, and she had become especially 
intimate with Swami Swarupananda, the then 
President of the Advaita Ashrama. About 
their intimacy, Nivedita had written to Miss 
MacLeod on June 2, from Mayavati, 
‘Christine is here, a quiet dark girl, not 
great, but exquisite, and all sweet, no sting 
underneath, eager to leave any whom she 
loves, true to all their past, not trying to 
take to herself, . . . Swarupananda spends the 
bulk of his time with her. She is full of 
gentle strength, and her figure and carriage 
are indeed wonderful. She was bora on 
the [ 17th ] of August 1866. He [ Swami 
Swarupananda] needs at this moment all, 
whose horoscopes are bright and produc- 
tive of victory.* 75 

Mr. Okakura and his servant suddenly 
left Mayavati on May 20 and went to Devi- 
dhura ; and Nivedita left for Calcutta 
exactly a month later. She was anxious to 
open the School Christina stayed there till 
December 6. It is known from the Maya- 
vati diary that on this day ‘Mrs. Sevier, 
Miss Greenstidel, Miss Bell and Amrita- 
nanda left for Allahabad.’ They seem to 
have gone to Calcutta afterwards ; and all 

73. Ibid., dt. 6 June 1902. 

74. U.L., dt. 27 May 1902. 

75. Nivedita’s Letters, p. 472. 
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except Christina returned to Mayavati on 
April 7, 1903. Swamiji had already written 
to Christina on June 15, 1902, ‘I am quite 
easy in my mind so long you live with 
Mrs. Sevier at Mayavati. ... 1 will be veiy 
anxious, if you are in Calcutta at Bagh- 
bazar. ... Stay with Mrs. Sevier as long as 
you can. Don’t come down with Margot 
[ Nivedita ].’76 It appears that Christina 
very much wanted to go to Calcutta and 
remain near the Swami, but Swamiji was 
all the while forbidding her to do so. On 
Jnne 21, 1902, he had written to her, ‘We 
will think of your coming to Baghbazar 
after Nivedita has fairly started, till then 
keep quiet, and lay on food.’ 77 This was 
the last letter the Swami had written to her, 
at least there is no further letter available 
to us written after this date to Christina. 

Passing Away of the Master : 

Christina might not have even dreamed 
that a shocking news was to reach her in 
the second week of July, when a long letter 
dated July 7, conveying the news of their 
Master’s Mahasamadhi, reached her from 
Nivedita. She had written, ‘Tomorrow you 
will receive this news that will desolate your 
life. I can only tell you dear that if my 
presence could keep you there, you were 
never absent from his side on Saturday. I 
must have reached the Math about 7, and 
I was allowed to sit with him and fan him 
until 1, when he was taken to the burning 
place, and the ashes were carried into the 
chapel about 6. Death came to him so 
beautifully on Friday night ! A half hour’s 
sleep after meditation, and he was gone ! 
He was an hour or an hour and a half in 
the chapel before he slept, and then he just 
lay down in his room. . . . * 7d 

76. U.L., dt. 15 June 1902. 

77. U.L., dt. 21 June 1902. 

78. ‘Miscellaneous Letters* from Mrs. Boshi 
Sen’s Collection, Sister Nivedita to Sister Christine 
(unpublished), dt. 7 July 1902. 



Mrs. Sevier’s letter of August 23, to Miss 
MacLeod, from Mayavati throws great deal 
of light on Christina’s mental state at this 
time. She had written, ‘The passing away 
of our dearly loved Swamiji was indeed a 
terrible shock to us all, and, of course, 
especially to Christine, who nevertheless, 
bore up bravely, and after the first week 
resumed her ordinary demeanour, though 
I can see, at times what restraint she has 
to put upon her feelings. I am so glad she 
happened to be here, so as to have the 
advice and guidance of a strong man like 
Swami Swarupananda. She has long talks 
with him about Swamiji, and Advaita 
Philosophy. When we think of Swamiji, we 
try not to recall the fact of his death. . . . 
Christine is very quiet, and we get on 
famously together; she seems to enjoy the 
monotonous, quiet life we lead here, and I 
am certain, rest was what she greatly 
needed ; she looked so pale and wan when 
she came first. The climate is equable and 
pleasant; and the natural beauties great 
Christine, like me, is rapturous over moun- 
tain scenery, and its ever varying beauties. 

. . . Christine sends love and sympathy to 
you in your natural loss : She appreciates 
greatly your kind and friendly feelings 
towards her and often regrets she had not 
the pleasure of meeting you.’ 79 
But Christina’s mind can be best known 
from her own letter written during this 
period to Miss MacLeod. It shows that by 
constant discussions on Advaita Philos- 
ophy with Swami Swarupananda at Maya- 
vati, her mind had become quite Vedantic 
by the time her guru lfcft his mortal coil. 
That is why Mrs. Sevier had written to Joe 
that ‘Christine, . . . nevertheless bore up 
bravely, and after the first week resumed 
her ordinary demeanour, . . .* This is pos- 
sible only for a strong Vedantic mind, the 

79. ‘Unpublished Letters of Swami Vivek- 
ananda’s Friends and Disciples’, Mrs. Sevier to 
Miss MacLeod, dt. 23 August 1902. 
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glimpse of which we get in her letter to 
Miss MacLeod. She had written, ‘Yet while 
for us life is finished, for him [Swamiji] 
this is Freedom Absolute. I try to think 
of that and that alone. And after all, this 
life is but a little thing and short; thank 
God. We would not have him back suffer* 
ing in body, tortured in mind — no, not 
even for one hour would we ! We would 
rather gladly suffer the pains and bear the 
sense of loss. How beautiful it all came at 
the end ! Just as he always hoped it would 
— “as it should be with a Yogi”, And now 
I love to think of him “sitting in Eternal 
Meditation”.* 80 

This letter of Christina’s speaks of her 
mettle. She was a fit disciple of Swami 
Vivekananda — the Lion of Vedanta. 

60* Ibid., Miss Christina Greenstidel to Miss 
MacLeod, dt (August ?) 1902. 



Though she was weak physically, she was 
a Lion’s cub in her mind. She had ‘nerves 
of steel’, which Swamiji wanted ; but to 
make her ‘muscles of iron' Swamiji had 
advised her to take one year’s leave and 
give some rest to her body' On May 27, 
he had written to her, ‘I am so happy to 
leam the mountains are doing you good. 
Eat a lot, sleep as much as you can, and 
get plump. Stuff yourself till you get 
plump and burst’ 81 And perhaps she did 
the same, besides discussing Vedanta with 
Swarupananda till she left the mountains 
in the first week of December with Mrs. 
Sevier and others, to start in due course the 
‘Mother’s work’ at Calcutta in collaboration 
with Sister Nivedita, with full vigour — 
physical and mental. 

(To be concluded ) 

81. U.L., dt. 27 May 1902. 
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Swami Turiyananda’s awareness that the 
Ashrama might fail for lack of support did 
not impinge upon his firm faith in the 
Mother, whose will did not manifest itself 
always in success, always in brightness. 
This concept, difficult for Westerners to 
grasp, he spoke of to Mrs. Hansbrough in 
one of his most loving of letters: 

The 29th Sepember 1900 

My dear Mrs. Hansbrough, 

Many thanks for your kind letter re- 
ceived day before yesterday. I have 
been exceedingly happy to know that 
you all are doing quite well. It is 
really gratifying that Mrs. Wyckoff 
is herself again. I am glad that Minie 
feels so kindly towards me, My best 
wishes and kind regards to her always. 



I would be hapov to meet her in San 
Francisco only if I can know her address. 
I think I will be here this winter as I wish 
to make this place a permanent centre for 
Spiritual culture and therefore I do not 
like to leave it vacant any more. We 
are now ten persons living here. I am 
not sure how many [are] going to stay 
here during fall. There is a little 
misunderstanding on the part of the 
president of the Vedanta Society in 
San Francisco. She thinks that this is 
a place for the people of the Home of 
Truth. She has not written that to me. 
But such is the rumour in the city. 
Swamiji has written to her that it is 
nothing of that sort, yet I don’t know if 
she has been disillusioned. However, 
we are getting along pfretty well as far 
as spiritual teaching! and practices are 
concerned. We leave the rest to the 
Mother. Let us do all that is in our 




1977 EARLY DAYS AT SHANTI ASHRAMA— IV 449 



power and then Mother knows what is 
best. If it is not Her will that this 
Ashrama should go on then let it drop. 
Who cares for it. Swamiji asked me to 
start this centre and I have done. So 
far it is all right. Mother knows, I do 
not. Yes I promised Miss Spencer that 
I should write to her when there and 
therefore I wrote giving our idea as to 
the land. She has not replied to it. You 
are right. If it be the will of the Mother 
men and money and everything will come. 
But if it is not. She knows. Why should 
I bother myself for that. Our faith 
should be tirin in Mottier surely, but not 
for any success or failure as regards the 
particular work that we might think right. 
It stands or falls, that should not shake 
or make any difference whatever in our 
faith in Mother. Whatever pleases her 
best let that be done and let us remain 
constant in our faith under ail sorts of 
circumstances. I heard from Swamiji 
recently. He sent his love to you and 
enquired if you are sending money to 
India as usual and I have replied in the 
affirmative. He is doing very well in 
Paris and means to stay there for some 
time and learn German [French]. The 
news from India is also good. We all 
are doing well. My best wishes and love 
to all of you and greetings and kind 
regards to all other friends in Los Angeles. 

Please remember me to one and all of 
the friends I know personally. How is 
Doctor doing? To him my love please. 
Hoping this will find you all in the enjoy- 
ment of sound health and peace of mind 
with affectionate regards 

Yours Sincly 

Turiyananda 

PS. I have not heard from Helen for 
some time. How is she doing? My eter- 
nal affectionate regards to her. You know 
Miss Boock left this [place] some time 
ago. Has she seen you at all? I have not 
heard from her since her departure thongh 

1 have written to her. Don’t you feel any 
impelling of coming this way just now? 
All the members here are feeling very 
much benefitted and improved spiritually 
so they say. Chetana [Miss Bell] is now 
living in retirement. She is doing well. 

2 



Everybody that know you sends their 
love to you. 

It does not appear that the officers of the 
Vedanta Society always bothered to keep 
Swami Turiyananda informed of the develop- 
ments regarding Shanti Ashrama as they un- 
folded at the weekly meetings in San Francis- 
co. The needs of the Retreat had not been 
altogether forgotten or brushed aside. Mrs. 
Agnes Stanley — Shraddha of the emptied 
purse— had pressed the matter, and on 
September 20, as the Minutes for that date 

testify, ‘it was deemed necessary to raise 

% 

(fifty) dollars for a portion of the pipe 
necessary at the Ashrama and the Class was 
requested to try and raise this amount.* 
Within three weeks the fifty dollars was 
scraped together, half of it coming from 
Shraddha herself, and on October 11 an 
announcement was made at the weekly 
meeting that a money order had been sent to 
Swami Turiyananda. It was shelter more 
than a pipe that the Ashrama needed just 
then, and the Swami’s relief at now being 
able to afford the former is evident in the 
following letter: 

The 21st October 1900 

My dear Mrs. Hansbrough, 

Your letter of the 9th October came 
duly to hand but I am sorry I could not 
reply to that earlier. I have got your 
letter of the 18th just this afternoon. I 
thank you for both of them. You will 
be glad to hear The Vedanta Society in 
San Francisco sent $50/- fifty dollars to 
me to build cottage or something of that 
kind in the Ashrama. Mrs. Stanlay was 
the great mover and contributed herself 
$25/- twenty-five dollars. Mrs. Stanlay 
came with me and lived in the Ashrama 
for more than two weeks. She is a 
beautiful soul. You know Mrs. Plumb 
perhaps of Oakland. She also sent $10/- 
ten dollars. Mr. Roorbach has gone to 
San Jose to buy the necessary articles for 
a meditation hall and dining-room in the 
Ashrama for general use with the money. 
Those that are going to stay here dnring 
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winter have made up their minds to fix 
their tents at their own cost. So matters 
have become plain and easy. I am now not 
thinking of anything except living day to 
day life without thinking of the morrow. 
Mother knows what is going to happen 
next. Mr. Aspinall is at last coming 
down here and he will be an acquisition 
to the Ashrama so they all say. Do you 
know him well? I saw him in the Pine 
Street Home of Truth and formed a very 
good opinion about him. I think Mother 
is working all right all the time though 
veiy slowly but surely, and everything is 
tending towards gradual improvement 
and growth. 1 am sorry Mrs. Schmidth 
suffered from illness. 1 hope she is quite 
well now. I am so glad you all are doing 
well and Helen is feeling improved in 
matters Spiritual. I have received a 
beautiful letter from her, give her my 
best wishes and love and to all else in 
the family please. I will write to her at 
leisure. I think Miss Boock has met 
you all by this time. She is not very 
social although she has an excellent heart 
an,d spirit, and above all she is unselfish 
to a degree quite satisfactory. She has 
done so much for the Ashrama. I thank 
you for giving me the address of Minie. 
I shall try to write to her conveniently. I 
am going to write to Mrs. Eaton also 
very soon. I am glad that she has such 
a nice state of mind just now. If she 
really means what she spoke to you 
Mother will help her I am sure. Blessed 
are those that hunger and thirst after 
righteousness for they shall be filled is not 
an idle word. Helen writes that she 
(Mrs. Eaton) is coming to San Francisco 
and intends to come and stay in the 
Ashrama for some time. If that is so 
then it would be very much convenient 
for me to speak to her and to see for 
myself what would help her most. Writing 
cannot do all this so well. Yet I will 
write soon be sure of it. When you are 
so very mindful about her and so is Helen 
I can assure you Mother’s attention will 
be drawn to her benefit as regards her 
spiritual needs. 

I heard from Swamiji the other day. 
He is in Paris still and in excellent health. 
I am doing well with all other members 



here who are getting along very well in 
every way. Give my best wishes ana 
kind regards to all the friends there. 

Hoping this will find you all wen and 
prosperous. With best wishes ana moving 
regards 

Yours in the Mother 

Turiyananda 

Shortly before receiving the Swami’s 
letter Mrs. Hansbrough had given a nudge 
to the Vedanta Society of San Francisco, 
which had been so reluctant (it had seemed) 
to help support the Ashrama. The Society 
does not appear to have been altogether 
pleased by Mrs. Hansbrough’s implication 
and suggestions. Indeed the Minutes for 
October 25 had a certain hauteur about 
them: ‘A communication from Mrs. 

Hansbrough was read by Mrs. Wilmot, in 
which the former stated that the Vedanta 
Class of Los Angeles was getting a fund of 
S150 together in order to send it to the 
Ashrama and asking the Class of San 
Francisco to do likewise. As the latter 
Class has already exceeded this amount in 
donations, etc. to the Ashrama, it was deemed 
to accumulate funds to the depleted treasury 
as they came in, without demanding large 
contributions. The reading and expounding 
of the Bhagavad Gita was continued.* 
Although it is perfectly clear that the 
Class of San Francisco was not about to be 
dictated to by the Class of Los Angeles, it 
is not entirely clear from the available 
records just how the San Francisco Class 
had exceeded Si 50 in donations, etc. All 
one can surmise at the present time is that 
the “etc.” included such items as tents, 
furnishings, and provisions, contributed by 
individual members and worth over a 
hundred dollars. In any case, it was not 
until early December that the Society found 
itself able to make a further contribution. 
On December 6 ‘the Secretary was instructed 
to send $5 to the Shanti Ashrama to Swami 
Turiyananda for a matting for the Medita- 
tion Room 9 
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Whether or not the Vedanta Class in Los 
Angeles was able to achieve its goal of 8150 
we do not know, but at least some money 
came to the Ashrama from southern Califor- 
nia, and by November Mr. Roorbach had 
hauled in enough lumber for two more 
cabins — one for Miss Bell (the first to be 
built) and one for the Swami. It now 
seemed possible to weather the long winter 
months ahead when the valley would be 
grey with frost, and the wind, whistling 
down from the snow-topped mountains, 
would seek out every chink in the cabin 
walls. 

As is evidenced by the following two 
letters, Swami Turiyananda felt that it was 
not only feasible to keep the Ashrama open 
during the winter, but advisable: 

The 11th November 1900 

My dear Mrs. Hansbrough, 

/ 

Your kind letter is to hand. I am so 
glad to learn you all are doing well. I 
have got a letter from Miss Spencer too 
this morning. She has sent a cheque for 
$10/- ten dollars to help the Ashrama in 
building comfortable quarter for the 
winter. She herself has subscribed five 
and one Mrs. Henderson her friend the 
other five. I think I do not know 
Mrs. Henderson. However I shall write 
to her in acknowledgement of the same. 
The money you sent reached Mr. Roor- 
bach safe and I hope you have got his 
letter. It is all right. But I think from 
business point of view it would be better 
to send the money in the name of Swami 
Turiyananda. I am sure you quite 
understand what I mean. The money has 
not yet been expended but it will come 
to the real use and benefit for all. I am 
glad you like to see me and talk with 
me regarding the work here. Don’t you 
think you can come here for a short time 
at least. They all are so much eager to 
have you here. I know for certain you 
will do a good deal of work in connection 
with this movement. No sooner I saw 
you for the first time than I became sure 
of the establishment of this Ashrama and 



got settled in my mind about its financial 
support. This is going to be proved by 
and by. Mother is doing Her own work. 
We are mere instruments at her hands. 
I am glad Miss Boock met you all and is 
so much interested in the Ashrama work. 
She has very beautiful traits in her 
character. She is really a noble soul. I 
got a letter from Swamiji the other day 
from Paris. He did not write anything 
about his coming this way. He intends 
going to Constantinople although I am 
never certain about his movements. Who 
knows he might come to this country 
before long. I am feeling the necessity 
of living in the Ashrama at least until I 
become sure of its permanent footing. I 
have sent for Mr. Heyblom [Gurudasal 
the gentleman I spoke to you about in 
New York. He has expressed his desire to 
come. I hope he will be a great help of 
the Ashrama when here. He is a 
character I know on whom I can safely 
depend and leave the Ashrama in his 
charge when I am abroad. I quite agree 
with your idea of having another Swami 
for California work; the place is so vast 
and real field for Vedanta. I am sure we 
can get some Swami from India any 
moment we would send for him furnishing 
the necessary expenses. Mr. Aspinall is 
here still. He had been called by the 
Alameda Home to join there but he 
preferred being here. He is becoming 
very much interested every day. I 
like him immensely. Helen is all right. 
Mother has taken hold of her. You will 
see that later. I have written to 
Mrs. Eaton already but have not heard 
in replv. It will be so nice if she comes 
here. I will do all I can to help her out. 
Mother will make you do a lot of work 
Alice I am oretty sure of it. Tim* will 
show that. I am glad Mrs. Schmidt is 
herself again. My best wishes and love 
to all the friends and Vedanta Students 
there. Wishing vch all happiness and 
prosperity and hoping to see you here 
before long if not impossible with best 
wishes and love to yourself and all in the 
familv 

I am Yours ever in the Mother 

Turiyananda. 
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(The letter from Swamiji mentioned by 
Swami Turiyananda is more than likely one 
that has been published in the Complete 
Works and there dated ‘September, 1900’. 
To judge from internal evidence, Swamiji 
wrote this letter not in September but in the 
last half of October. His tone had been 
encouraging, as to both the eventual success 
of the Ashrama and the spiritual welfare of 
the California students.) 

On November 26, Swami Turiyananda 
wrote again to Mrs. Hansbrough: 

My dear Mrs. Hansbrough, 

Many thanks for your kind letter 
together with the draft for ($25) twenty- 
five dollars. We all have been so happy 
to learn that you have made up your 
mind to be in the Ashrama before long. 
Mr. Aspinall will be going soon to join 
the Alameda Home of Truth. They 
want his service badly and waited for it 
one month without asking anybody else. 
He thinks it his duty to respond to the 
call. But he has been very much im- 
pressed by the work of this place and 
may join here again in right time. Mother 
knows, I do not, but he proved himself 
a great help to the Ashrama during his 
short stay here and we all shall miss him 
very much. I have got a letter from 
Mr. Heyblom. He will start for the 
Ashrama as soon as he hears from me. 
I have written to him yesterday. Do you 
know Swamiji has left for India with the 
Leggetts? So I hear from a friend of 
mine in New York. [Swami Turiyananda’s 
friend was misinformed. Actually, 



Swamiji had left for a tour of southern 
Europe and the Near East with Miss 
MacLeod, Mme Calv6, and others — not 
for India with the Leggetts.] But I feel 
pretty sure he will be here some time 
again before it is very long. Yes, I feel 
from within to stay here in the Ashrama 
besides Swamiji’s instruction, and I 
believe that will be the best thing for me 
to do for the present. I am glad to learn 
that you have heard from Swami Brahma- 
nanda of late. Mother willing the 
Vedanta work will grow and spread in 
this country far and wide, maybe slowly 
but surely and permanently. Convey 
my hearty thanks to the Club members 
for their kind help and my greeting and 
love to them all." Do you know Miss 
McChoniki [Margaret McGonochie]. 
She says she is a member of your Club. 
She has been staying here since six weeks 
or so. She will write to you I believe. 
I have got a letter from Helen. I will 
write to her in reply soon. Please give 
her my best wishes, and love and the 
same to Mrs. Wyckoff and all. Yes I 
got the letter which Mrs. Whelen kindly 
wrote to me but I am sorry I forgot to 
write to her in reply. I will do so soon. 
It rained here steadily for four or five 
days and the wind blew so high. But 
we were not very uncomfortable. Now 
it is fine weather again. Everyone here 
is feeling quite well and happy. Wishing 
you all hale and hearty. 

With love 

Yours Sincly 

Turiyananda 

(To be continued) 




DIVINE GRACE AND SPIRITUAL PRACTICE 



S. SREENIVASA RAO 



Before dealing with the importance of 
Divine grace in the spiritual adventure, it 
may “be mentioned that Divine grace and 
grace of the Guru are not two different 
things, because Guru is considered as the 
Divinity (Supreme Brahman) in physical 
form. Divine grace may come to a spiritual 
aspirant either directly or through his Guru. 

Divine grace in the field of spiritual 
adventure may be studied at three stages, 
viz, (1) Divine grace necessary to become 
a spiritual aspirant, (2) Divine grace needed 
for an expeditious progress during spiritual 
practice, and (3) Divine grace essential for 
ultimate illumination. 

1. Need of Divine Grace to Become a 
Spiritual Aspirant : 

A doubt arises whether Divine grace is 
necessary at all to take up the path of 
spiritual practice. Some hold that the 
results of actions (or sathskaras) in the 
previous births make one a spiritual 
aspirant. Some others think that only those 
who receive Divine grace become spiritual 
aspirants. It may be seen here as to what 
extent these Miews are supported by the 
scriptures and the sayings of the Saints. 

The impact of the past actions on the 
future birth and spiritual life may be 
studied in the light of the Chandogya 
Upanisadl There it is stated that the house- 
holders who perform sacrifices and works 
of public utility go after death to the lunar 
sphere where they enjoy the fruits of their ac- 
tions. After exhaustion of the results of their 
deeds, they come down to earth through 
rain, and are bom in this world as rice, 
barley, herbs, plants and beans. However, 
those who have good residual results of 
actions earned in this world, after enjoy- 

l* Vide Chdndogya U panisad, V.x, 3-4* 



ment in the region of Moon, quickly reach 
a good womb, that is, a decent human birth. 
There is no indication in this Upanisad that 
a decent human birth would by itself make 
one a spiritual aspirant. Even presuming 
that good actions in the previous birth 
could uplift him to that level, it may be 
said that a person does such good actions 
only through inspiration from the Divine. 

In this connection, we may refer to the 
$veta§vatara Upanisad? which states that 
God, as the indwelling Self, inspires and 
guides the creatures in using their senses. 
Therefore, if a person happens to use his 
senses for a good action, which may be 
presumed to elevate him to the level of a 
Sadhaka (spiritual aspirant) in the future 
life, it is because of the inspiration he gets 
from the indwelling Self. This goes to show 
that Divine grace is essential for making 
one a Sadhaka, rather than merely the 
deliberate effort of a person. 

In this connection Sri Sankaracarya has 
declared in the Vivekacudamanfi that three 
things are rare indeed, and are due to the 
grace of God ; viz. human birth, longing 
for liberation and the protecting care of a 
perfected sage. Sri Sankarficarya himself 
has thus categorically clarified that it is only 
due to Divine grace that one not only gets 
the human birth, but also acquires a long- 
ing for liberation, and the protecting care 
of a perfected sage. 

A parable of Sri Ramakrishna may be 
quoted in this connection: 4 As long as a 
child remains absorbed in its play-things, 
the Mother keeps herself engaged jn cook- 
ing and other household work. But when 

*•' Vide Svetasvatara U panisad. III. 3. 

3 * Vide Vivekacudamani, 3. 

4 * Vide Sayings of Sri Ramakrishna, Madras; 
Sri Ramakrishna Math, 1938, p. 192, 
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the child loses interest in its play, and 
begins to cry aloud for its mother, she can 
no longer stay in the kitchen. Leaving 
everything she runs to the child and takes 
it on her lap. 

Even though this parable appears to 
mean that renunciation comes after one 
gets disgusted with this world, our experi- 
ence tells us that not all the people who 
have undergone sufferings in this world get 
disgusted and renounce. On the other 
hand, people still go after the worldly 
pleasures, and undergo sufferings repeatedly. 
Though one may feel disgusted for the 
time being, it is just like a camel eating 
thorny shrubs despite profuse bleeding from 
its mouth. Therefore, even to get an urge 
to cry constantly for the Divine Mother, 
the grace of the Mother seems necessary. 

Swami Ramdas stresses that unless 
Divine grace dawns on a person, he never 
awakens spiritually. But such an awaken- 
ing comes through the contact of a spiritual 
soul, whom one gets by the grace of God. 
He quotes an incident of a disciple who 
told God that because God remembered 
him first, he remembered Him later. He is 
of the opinion that the grace of God falls 
on a chosen person unconditionally, 
whether he be a sinner or a good person. 5 

2. Need of Divine Grace for Spiritual 
Progress : 

This is a very difficult topic for analysis 
because it is to be seen: (1) whether self- 
effort alone is sufficient ; (2) whether Divine 
grace alone is to be propitiated ; or (3) 
whether self-effort should go hand in hand 
with Divine grace ; and, if the latter, to what 
extent each should play its part during the 
Sadhana (spiritual practice). 

In the Chdndogya Upanisad, Svetaketu, 
during the course of instructions, feels a 
doubt regarding the means by which the 

5* Vide Ramdas Speaks , II, pp. 109, 111, 183; 
III, p. 20 ; IV, pp. 24, 72, 



Supreme Being can be known. To clarify 
this, the sage Aruni narrates the following 
parable to his disciple : ‘Just as someone, 
my dear, might lead a person, with his 
eyes covered, away from [the country of] 
the Gandharas, and leave him in a place 
where there were no human beings; and 
just as that person would turn towards the 
east, or the north, or the south, or the west, 
shouting : “I have been brought here with 
my eyes covered, I have been left here with 
my eyes covered !” And as thereupon 
someone might loosen the covering and say 
to him : “Gandhara is in that direction ; 
go that way” ; and as thereupon, having 
been informed and being capable of judge- 
ment, he would, by asking his way from 
one village to another, arrive at last at 
Gandhara — in exactly the same manner 
does a man who has found a teacher to 
instruct him obtain the true knowledge/ 6 

It may be marked here that someone 
removes the bandage from the eyes of the 
Gandhara, and it may be said that the 
removal of the bandage takes place through 
Divine grace or the grace of the Guru. 
But mere removal of the bandage does not 
enable the Gandhara to reach his abode. 
He has to enquire from village to village, 
and also exercise his own judgement in a 
proper way. So also, by mere Divine grace 
one cannot attain spiritual illumination, 
but it appears that self-effort is also 
necessary. 

Now, can self-effort alone lead us to the 
goal? In this connection the Katha 
Upanisad 1 states that the Self cannot be 
known through much study, nor through 
the intellect, nor through much hear- 
ing. It can be known through the 
Self alone. The Self of that seeker 
reveals its true nature. Similarly, Mupdaka 

6. The Upanishads, trans. Swami Nikhilananda, 
New York : Harper & Brothers, IV, 1959, p. 320, 

7* Vide Katha Upanisad , I. ii, 23, 




